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SENT DEPARTMENT 257O, GENEVA NIACT 1^5 

PRESIDENTIAL HANDLING. 

GENEVA FOR SECRETARY 

KORNIENKO* ACTING CHIEF AMERICAN SECTION MFA, SUMMONED 

ME AT 1700 fODAY AND HANDED ME KHRUSHCHEV'S REPLY DATED 

JUNE 17 TO PRESIDENT'S LETTER OF JUNE 15. THE FOLLOWING 
IS TEXT: 

"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I RECEIVED YOUR KIND MESSAGE AND O 

HIGHLY ESTEEM YOUR CONCERN TO FIND A PATH FOR THE LIQUIDATION 

OF THE TENSE SITUATION BETWEEN STATES AND TO INTRODUCE 
CALMNESS INTO THE WORLD. 

THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT ON ITS PART HAS NEVER SPARED EFFORTS 
IN ORDER TO ATTAIN THIS GOAL AND TO CREATE A SITUATION 
OF CONFIDENCE AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN STATES. 
WHEN WE RECEIVED YOUR MESSAGE IN FEBRUARY WHICH TOUCHED 
ON THE QUESTION OF CONVOKING A CONFERENCE OF THE MINISTERS ^N 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WE, AS YOU REMEMBER, IMMEDIATELY GAVE ^ 
A RESPONSE AND SET FORTH OUR CONCEPTIONS CONCERNING ^ 

WHAT THE FOREIGN MINISTERS SHOULD CONCERN THEMSELVES WITH . 

AND WHAT MIGHT BE EXPECTED FROM THIS CONFERENCE. ^ 

J OUR MESSAGES AGREEMENT WAS EXPRESSED THAT THE MINISTERS . « 
[ \ ) OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS SHOULD CONSIDER THE PROBLEMS WHICH V \ 

I X ' AWAIT DECISION. AT THE SAME TIME WE EMPHASIZED THAT THE ^T\ 

CURRENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION IS VERY COMPLICATED 
AND HAS SO MANY DIFFICULT PROBLEMS THAT A DECISION ON 

ALL QUEST fONj& uss -UNCLASSIFIED" 
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-2- 2570, JUNE 17, 9 PM (SECTION 1 OF 2) FROM MOSCOW 

ALL QUESTIONS APPEARS BEYOND THE POWERS OF THE MINISTERS 
AND SUCH A NUT CAN BE TOO HARD FOR THEM. THEREFORE WE DID 
NOT HIDE OUR OPINION THAT FOR THE SOLUTION OF RIPE 
INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS, SUCH FORCES SHOULD BE INCLUDED 
WHICH HAVE GREATER PLENAP V TOWERS AND RIGHTS, THAT IS, 
THE HEADS OF GOVERNMr:. ,5 AND OF STATES. 

I SHOULD Llr.u TO REMARK THAT THE QUESTION OF A MEETING OF THE 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENTS WAS ALSO TOUCHED UPON DURING THE TALKS 
> IN MOSCOW WITH THE PRIME MINISTER OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
.I H. MCMILLAN. MR. H. MCMILLAN EXPRESSED THEN THE JUST OPINION 
f THAT 0N& MEETING OF THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENTS MAY PROVE 
TO BE INSUFFICIENT, THAT THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENTS WILL NOT 
DECIDE IMMEDIATELY ALL PROBLEMS IN VIEW OF WHICH A FIRST 
MEETING MAY MARK ONLY A BEGINNING AND SEVERAL MEETINGS OF 
THE HEADS OF GOVERNMENTS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE ACHIEVEMENT 
OF THE NECESSARY SUCCESS. 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE NOT TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THAT THE 
PEOPLES EXPECT FROM THE LEADING STATE FIGURES THAT THERE 
SHOULD BE TAKEN WITHOUT DELAY MEASURES FOR THE LESSENING 
OF INTERNATIONAL TENSION AND THE STRENGTHENING OF PEACE, 
AND GOVERNMENTS ARE OBLIGED TO RECKON WITH THIS. 

HAVING AGREED WITH THE PROPOSAL FOR THE CONVOCATION OF 

A CONFERENCE OF THE FOREIGN MINISTERS, THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT, 

OF COURSE, HOPED THAT THIS CONFERENCE WILL BRING ITS 

USEFUL CONTRIBUTION TO THE MATTER OF THE PREPARATION 

OF MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE, POSITIVE AGREEMENTS. SENDING 

ITS MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO GENEVA, I T EMPOWERE D & 

HIM TO . TAKE ALl POSSIBLE MEASURES rnp nRTainmp. T»r grirrpgcj * k 

OF THE C ONFERENC E. IT SEEMS TO US THAT DESPITE THE 
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DIVERGENCIES AND DIFFICULTIES WHICH HAVE APPEARED IN 
GENEVA, THAT WORK, WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE BY THE 
MINISTERS, HAS A CERTAIN POSITIVE SIGNIFICANCE. JHE 
CONFERENCE HAS PERMITTED POS I T I 0.NS-..OE-3H E- S I PES ON A I 
NUMBER OF Q UESTIONS TO BE BETTER CLARIFIED, TO DEFINE THE j 
DGGREELOF THE EXISTING DISAGREEMENTS AND .ICUDSY— LN- SOME 
MEASURE TO DRAW >IE ARER^Tj^Tv^WPOJ^pLJaL S!DES_ON 
SEPARATE ASPECTS OF ACTUAL TnTERNAT IONAL_ PROBLEMS • I 

THE SITUATION WHICH HAS DEVELOPED AT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 
OF MINISTERS HAS IMPELLED THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT TO 
INTRODUCE RECENTLY NEW PROPOSALS TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE 
POSITION OF THE WESTERN POWERS AND THE REAL SITUATION. AT 
THE SAME TIME WE WERE ANXIOUS THAT THE CONFERENCE OF THE 
MINISTERS WOULD BE AS PRODUCTIVE AS POSSIBLE AND THAT IT 
WOULD TAKE SOME STEP FORWARD IN THE DIRECTION OF 
THE SOLUTION OF SUCH OF THE MOST ACUTE CONTEMPORARY 
QUESTIONS AS A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT WITH GERMANY, THE 
NORMALIZATION OF THE SITUATION IN WEST BERLIN, THE 
RAPPROCHEMENT OF THE TWO GERMAN GOVERNMENTS WITH THE 
AIM OF THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE RESTABL ISHMENT OF GERMAN 
UNITY. OF COURSE, ALL THIS WOULD CLEAR THE WAY AND 
W3ULD CREATE MORE FAVORABLE CONDITIONS ALSO FOR THE 
SOLUTION OF OTHER RIPE INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS. 

WE CONSIDER THAT THE SOVIET PROPOSALS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED 
IN GENEVA PROVIDE A GOOD BASIS FOR AGREEMENT OF THE SIDES 
BECAUSE THEY TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE POSITION OF THE 
WESTERN POWERS AND PROCEED FROM THE NECESSITY TO CON- 
CENTRATE ATTENTION ON WHAT CAN REASONABLY BE DECIDED 
ALREADY NOW. WE CONSIDER THAT ONCE AN AGREEMENT IN 
PRINCIPLE EXISTS BETWEEN CUR GOVERNMENTS IN RELATION 
TO THE NECESSITY TOR THE CONCLUSION OF A PEACE TREATY 
WITH GERMANY AND A SOLUTION OF THE QUESTION Cf WEST BERLIN, 
THEN THE 
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UNFORTUNATELY, THE US SECRETARY OF STATE, SUPPORTED BY THE 

MINISTERS OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE, REFUSED TO DISCUSS THE 

SUBSTANCE OF THE PROPOSALS WHICH GIVE A BASIS FOR THE 

GRADUAL LIQUIDATION OF THE ABNORMAL SITUATION IN WEST 

BERLIN AND GERMANY, AND FOR THE SIDES' COMING TO AN 

UNDERSTANDING WITHOUT HARM TO ANYONE'S INTERESTS OR 

PRESTIGE. AT TKE SAME TIME THEY PERSISTENTLY SEEK TO 

FOIST ON THE SOVIET UNION AN AGREEMENT BY WHICH THE PRESERVATION 

OF THE OCCUPATION REGIME IN WEST BERLIN WOULD BE CONFIRMED 

FOR AN INDEFINITE TIME AND WHICH WOULD ALSO PUT OFF FURTHER 

THE CONCLUSION OF A PEACE TREATY WITH GERMANY. 

AS THE MAIN ARGUMENT AGAINST THE SOVIET PROPOSALS, THE 
US SECRETARY OF STATE ADVANCES THE QUESTION ABOUT THE 
PERIOD OF OPERATION OF A TEMPORARY AGREEMENT ON WEST 
BERLIN AND ABOUT THE ALL-GERMAN COMMITTEE. 1 SHOULD LIKE 
TO THINK THAT SUCH AN EVALUATION OF THE SOVIET PROPOSALS 
IS BASED ON A MISUNDERSTANDING OR INCORRECT UNDERSTANDING. 

DAVIS 
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WHAT IS THE ESSENCE OF OUR PROPOSALS? SINCE THE WESTERN 

POWERS AT PRESENT ARE NOT READY TO COME TO AN IMMEDIATE 

AND COMPLETE ABOLITION OF THE OCCUPATION REGIME IN 

WEST BERLIN, THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT GAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO 

ITS MINISTER NOT TO OPPOSE THE PRESERVATION IN THE 

COURSE OF A DEFINITE PERIOD OF THE OCCUPATION RIGHTS OF 

THE THREE POWERS IN WEST BERLIN. WE PROPOSED TO WORK 

OUT AN AGREEMENT ON A TEMPORARY SETTLEMENT OF THE QUESTION 

OF WEST BERLIN WHICH WOULD OPERATE IN THE COURSE OF THIS £N 

PERIOD. DURING THAT TIME THE ALL-GERMAN COMMITTEE SHOULD ->. 

WORK OUT CONCRETE MEASURES FOR THE PREPARATION AND -< 

CONCLUSION OF A GERMAN PEACE TREATY AND THE UNIFICATION 

OF GERMANY. THUS THE ESSENCE OF THE PROPOSALS OF THE SOVIET 

GOVERNMENT CONSISTS IN GRADUALLY LIQUIDATING THE ABNORMAL 

SITUATION IN WEST BERLIN AND IN PREPARING A PEACE 

TREATY AND MEASURES FOR THE UNIFICATION OF GERMANY. 

THE QUESTION ABOUT THE PERIOD FOR US IS NEITHER THE MAIN 
ONE NOR ONE OF PRINCIPLE. IT SURPRISES US THAT THIS \ 

QUESTION IS REPRESENTED NOW AS THE MAIN OBSTACLE TO ^ 

THE ATTAINMENT OF AGREEMENT. INDEED ALSO IN THE \ 

SO-CALLED "COMPREHENSIVE PLAN" OF THE WESTERN POWERS IT ^ 

WAS PROPOSED FOR EXAMPLE TO LIMIT THE WORK OF THE ALL- ^\ 

GERMAN COMMITTEE BY A DEFINITE PERIOD; HOWEVER, WE DID NOT sj\ 
CONS I DER UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED* ' 
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CONSIDER SUCH A PROPOSAL ABOUT A PERIOD AS AN ULTIMATUM. 

NAMING A PERIOD FROM OUR SIDE, WE PROCEED FROM THE FACT 

THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE ENDLESSLY TO DRAG OUT A PEACEFUL 

SETTLEMENT WITH GERMANY AND TO PRESERVE THE OCCUPATION 

REGIME IN WEST BERLIN. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PERMIT SUCH 

A SITUATION SO THAT THE WORLD WOULD FIND ITSELF IN A 

STATE OF TENSION BECAUSE OF THE UNCOMPROMISING POSITION 

TAKEN, LET US SAY, BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ADENAUER. 

CAN ONE FAIL TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT SUCH STATEMENTS OF 

ADENAUER IN WHICH HE OPENLY DECLARED THAT IF ANY KIND 

OF ORGAN FOR CONSIDERATION OF GERMAN QUESTIONS WILL 

BE CREATED, THEN IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO CARRY ON NEGOTIATIONS 

IN IT FOR MANY YEARS. IN THIS TIME UNDER THE COVER OF 

SUCH AN ORGAN THE POL rCTTIF-MIL ITARTZATION OF WEST GERMANY 

AND THE POLICY OF PREPARATION OF WAR WOULD BE CONTINUED. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEFINITE PERIOD WILL SERVE ONLY 
PEACEFUL PURPOSES, WILL ANSWER THE VITAL INTERESTS 
OF THE PEOPLES. IF THE ONE-YEAR PERIOD NAMED BY THE 
SOVIET UNION DOES NOT SUIT THE WESTERN POWERS, THEN IT 
IS POSSIBLE TO AGREE ON ANOTHER PERIOD, ACCEPTABLE FOR 
ALL INTERESTED SIDES. BOTH SIDES HAVE NAMED PERIODS; 
NOW IT IS NECESSARY TO SEEK TO FIND SOMETHING IN THE 
MIDDLE (CHTO-TO SREDNEYE) AND TO REACH AN AGREED DECISION. 
WE ARE SURE THAT IF WE WILL HAVE AGREEMENT ON THE MAIN, 
FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS, THEN NO DIFFICULTIES WILL BE MET 
IN AGREEMENT ON THE NECESSARY PERIODS. 

I AGREE WITH YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT THE SITUATION IN 

THE GENEVA CONFERENCE IS NOW SUCH THAT IT DEMANDS OF 

ALL ITS PARTICIPANTS EFFORTS IN THE DIRECTION OF 

DRAWING TOGETHER THE POINTS OF VIEW. THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 

HAS GIVEN THE NECESSARY INSTRUCTIONS TO ITS MINISTER AND 

WE EXPECT THAT SIMILAR STEPS WILL BE UNDERTAKEN ALSO BY THE 

GOVERNMENTS OF THE WESTERN POWERS. 
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OPINION A SUMMIT MEETING WILL BECOME EVEN MORE URGENTLY 
NECESSARY. WE CANNOT, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT OUR RESPONSIBILITY 
BEFORE THE PEOPLES, FAIL TO USE ALL MEANS FOR ATTAINMENT 
OF AN EASING OF TENSION AND STRENGTHENING OF PEACE. 

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THAT I CONSIDER THIS EXCHANGE OF 
PERSONAL LETTERS ON AN UNOFFICIAL BASIS USEFUL AND 
AGREE WITH YOU THAT THESE SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN PUBLICITY. 

WITH PROFOUND RESPECT, (SIGNED) 

N. KHRUSHCHEV" 
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